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A Pyrrhic Victory, 

It related of PyirhiM. King of Epirus. that ftftor ft dearly-won 
victory over the Homana lie Sttidi 11 One more snob victory tmd wo 
aw utterly undone." Wo Imagine that must ho the fedlng 
mineowrwni ami tho Jfederntion of British IndiMtifaa to-day. They 
have at Inst forced the miners to agree to concession a on the question 
of wages, but At a cost to themselves and traders generally Dial »'i 
take thorn many years to recoup. In this long-drawn-out struggle 
the monov-bags’ of the capitalists have hoBtQK Wm stomachs or Urn 
miners and their wives and children. Whether the terms now to ho 
settled could Have lwen obtain'd at any lime previously, wn cannot 
saw That is for the miners to settle with their officials. mit we 
sincerely hope the niters have ho mi thinking hard during their l »ng 
rest and learnt some lessons. Surely they cun now suo that so long 
as the land is monopolised by their masters, and so long as the wage 
system lasts, those struggles am certain to occur again and again. 
Thorn cannot he, and there should not lie, peace between osmottore 
and exploited. But wo hope that tiioir sufferings have bred in the 
miners' breasts such a tierce hatred of the present system of Monopoly 
and Privilege that they will never rest until it is destroyed root ami 
branch. Let them no# waste time and energy in discussing whether 
they were botraved by the General Council last May. hut concentrate 
on the task of aeon ring free and equal access to tho natural resources 
of their native land. 


How Long', Oh Workers'? 

If the happiness and well-being of the people is a true test of 
any form of society, then it nan be said definitely that Capitalism is 
a failure in this country, at any rate—and must soon be replaced. 
To-dav the numbers of unemployed and of those dependent on Loor 
Law relief are iruly appalling. On August 23 the total number 0 
persons recorded on the regia tors of employment exchanges m Great 
Britain was 1,558.900, exclusive of those who ceased work m the 
coal-mining industry on account of the dispute. It also excludes 
those who do not sign the register because they are nctenULled to 
benefit A conservative estimate would he a total of G-jQO,. - a 
•present idle On June 20 Die total number of persons in receipt of 
Poor Law relief was approximately 2,338,000. Anyone With a spark 
of imagination can realise the tremendous amount of misery' and 
suffering represented by those figures, and we marvel at the audacity 
of those who still attempt to justify Capitalism and the credulity of 
those who believe them. The destitution rampant to-day is abso¬ 
lutely unnecessary. The soil of this country is ns fertile as any soil 
in the world, and our machinery has reached a degree of productive¬ 
ness which would not have been dreamed of fifty years ago, \ et we 
have allowed our rulers to mismanage our affairs to such an extent 
that the volume of poverty and starvation among the people is 
probablv far greater to-day than at any time in the history of tins 
country. We almost lose hope of our fellow-countrymen when wc 
find them bo lacking in spiiit and personal dignity as to tolerate sue i 
a situation. They have fought foreign enemies on countless battle¬ 
fields, they have colonised and made fruitful vast territories, and 
built up sturdy and vigorous nations overseas ; yet. hero at homo 
they are so lacking in manhood that they are content to stand idle 
in the market-place and hold out their hands for the pitiful relief 
which the " Guardians of the Poor” dole out Lo them. Is there no 
indi'mity, is there no humiliation, is there no amount of suffering for 
their women and children that will rouse the workers to sweep away 
this unjust system and the unjust stewards who have despoiled the 
national estate? Or will they for ever cringe and bond the knee to 
the monopolist, the priest, tho politician, and the swarm of parasites 
who batten and fatten on their toil ? 


People In Glass Houses. 

The Rector of Milbome St. Andrew, Blaudfmd. Dorset, probably 
hv this Dmo realises tho truth of tho old saying, " I Topic who li ve in 
pious’ houses should 1101 throw stones," He has bean engaged m a 
cnm'siiomhmw with the Duke of Northumberland on the question 
mining royalties, which ho says are " wrested from the labour of the 
SB." «6 bring « curse with them, and therefore slum be 
abolished. This mused the wrath of the Duke, who has cmietiti ■ 
himself the champion of Landlordism. Aft. pointing out that t.lic 
Church of Ragland receives £100,000 a year from royalties, ho eluugu* 
the Rector with ingratitude to landowners, who have endowed tin- 
Church, her institutions and schools. Ho then says:— _ 

"The workers know that while you condemn the descendants 
of Norman freebooters, your Church was endowed by them am 
awn her status to them/ If they wore fr cahoot era, tliecli^mu* 
have been receivers of stolen goods which you hare m, > ' a "’ 

whatever of giving up. The workers know also Urn wli.lo you 
denounce ' Die present system,' you are part and parcell 0 iL on;i 
Church is the very core of it. and you are personally, nmkm n 
very good thing out of it, They know that while you CO^omn 
feudalism, your Church is Dm only renaming relic otfcuadiwim 
this count#; while you condemn privileges, you belong jouibi 
to a privileged caste; mid while you condemn prerogatives, ><u» 
Church bristles with thorn.’' 

All of which is pretty hard hitting and quite true except Dial the 
Duke is himself a relic of feudalism. .Tust now when we read so 
much of the intervention of the Bishops in the mm mg dispute, us 
well to remember that the Church has always worked hand m hand 
with the privileged class, ami 1ms ever been a stubborn opponent oi 
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letter shows very clearly that- landlordism is the fundamental basis 
of all privilege 


Banning- “Red" Literature. 

A friend sends us a cutting from the Aitgfcfond Slav (Now 
Zealand) of .Tune 25, containing a report of a discussion ml A rha- 
meiit on the censorship of imported literature, Mr. 11. L. Hoi ami, 
leader of the Labour Parte, protested against the banning of working- 
class literature. The lion. Downie Stewart said there was no ban 
on working-class literature, but only on anything that might incite 
to violence, lawlessness, and sedition. We know what he means by 
“ sedition "—anything likely to incite the workers to throw oil their 
shackles. There was no regular rule, therefore he had created a 
Board to deal with tho matter. It was reasonable that society 
should protect itself against in (lamina lory literature urging present- 
day revolts, but books dealing with revolution in a purely historical 
sense, such as the French Revolution or Moses' revolt against 
l'liaraoh, were not objection able. If our modern 1’haraohs continue 
to harden their hearts, we can imagine the story of the Buccessfu 
revolt or Lhe Israelites making very good propaganda. The t ntted 
Mine Workers have sent a circular (published in tho It we Zcafoxu 1 
Hurl err of Juno 23) to all the Unions urging them to agitate against 
the censorship, and saying they have no intention of allowing the 
rulin'* class " to he the dictators of what we shall or shall not read. 
Tjiifortmiatelv, the authorities control all the means by winch litera¬ 
ture is imported, therefore the ban is very difficult to light. 1 Hiring 
the War Lire Aifflralian Government published a list of ulo publica¬ 
tions that were forbidden entry into Australia, Fhkkww being 
honoured with a place in the list. Alexander Berk,nan s “ lraioii 
Memoirs," Finnm Goldman's “Anarchism and other E»m, and 
Volume de Cleyvc’s " Selected Works " were also included. Our 
T| ft ner t however, managed In run tho gauntlet occasionally. These 
p«mlo dread a change or any kind. “ The system is a very nice one 
for us, so why should wo alter it? ” They think that tf they «t on 
tho safety-valve they can prevent the steam accumulating. The Tsar 
tried it, With disastrous results to himself. 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE GENERAL STRIKE. 

Sbinu the? fiftifra haw regal titl'd it* ti'cdutM t>r M^inik hui lJ hm if.#»tj• ■nl v 

mi KiibjtM'ln it jthOWH I<?ji ht iiImuL the pap'D •• have • »< htl- il with 
long di&MurlatipftS {ill jjtfcfi merit* and dMuttU of I ho I i^n ral Htiifo , 
Mnflf. writers ItJtVrt hillv to oay in htvi>Ut*, or luivo shown niueli 

miHunJcrrffiiurlliiR uf the ruitiim and moaning of tin* wuhjoct Thin in 
an it should hr um regards tin* bourgeois prt*^n, li i«; either ignorant, 
of the hbitorio miftdlon of the? Gnnot-al Strike or it ciiUlKil. ufkud to 
mtnrpnjfc correctly the signs of our time*, Naturally* the bourgeois 
press in too deeply concerned to toll (hr truth. VVu need not, thorn* 
fore, ho d to mul all worts of rubbish about the groat < void 

which for nine day#* ho disturbed the placidity of the middle class. 

Much more mirpristng i« tho luck of undoi landing display'd nn 
tin? auhj(?cL by many writers on the Labour press* especially the 
writer* who choose to pose an the Loft Wing section,in i.Em Trade 
Union ran km Thu a, they Iny the on tiro hi aft in for tho failure* of the 
strike ul tho door of Ihft Jiiglit Wing lead ora, who they toll us wore 
cowardly and at i ho name time cl did is lily callous, Messrs* Thomas, 
Clyi)ciP, and the nst, wo are assured, worn simply carried off their 
foot hy the promises of Bir Herbert Knmuel, the chairman of the OoilI 
(Commission, who, though posing an interested in the fftto of the 
minors, is in reality a devoted servant of the ruling class, 

Far he it from me to hold a brief for or excuse the Trade Union 
loaders who went down so ignorniiiiously at the very moment when 
the General Strike was gaining such momentum. Having watched 
for nearly two years the sayings and doings of Messrs* MacDonald, 
Thomas, and their colleagues, one could, without being a prophet, 
predict exactly their stand in such a vital event as a General Strike. 
Bui to lay the on tin; blame for the collapse of the strike upon them 
may be an easy way out for those who are equally responsible* but it 
does tiotroxplain the share in the muddle of the ultra-red leaders, tho 
Left Wing Trade Unionists, 

If these good people would only look into themselves they wool 1 
have to admit that Lhey have aided and abetted the growing central¬ 
isation of Trade Unionism, which excludes initiative on the part of 
the workers in any great economic issue. And they would have to 
admit also that they have never taken the slightest pan - to acquaint 
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have they prepared the masses for the moment when the General 
Strike will ho imposed upon Labour. Far from dMng that, tt 
Koenlli'd '■ Bod” Trade Unionists have joined in the cry of 

their conservative colleagues, pointing to the General Strike -- 
oimpracLiohblo Syndicalist or Anarchist nonwinM 1 n-y have, 
the re fore, themselves to blame for what tin y now eon -ah ? it ,, 
oil the part of the Bight Wing elements. 

While British Trade Unionism d -rm the cmhi Ur hv 
hctin the pioneer in establishing the right of woiIot- n-* - - ■»* 1 

in having built uj» u powerful ■ 

nitra at the same time be p anted out that it ho* remained stationary 
and ift hopelessly out of ditto a* a fight if 1 mde 

UnioiitHtH have laid much innm *lr» ** on the m c i ivl wM « ; * * ‘ 

lidtii of huge funds of the antiquated idea of < nti.v t* luv. 
Labour and Capital, than on the lighting pint f ‘I * ws*rk 
i |j:lt at the present time Trade Utilmti , ' 4 I^ 01 ’ 

able, li mV..- j U n p fill 11 h ? 

tho Tories to its inherent qomierviitism. At tin- - *■ tim* the 

workers are nowhere m lminj ctetl in tin r ... ~ ■ b- dg- I in 

by the Trade Union utuehmerv. and •*<> lacking in jwwi’f ■ : d vi 
and initiative, as they are in England. 

Naturally, out-of such nn old-fasbiom d institution no m u vr 1 
fighting force eon Id coutex The guvistiou then i< How did Lite 
Gen oral Strike happen after all ? The answer in that conditions are 
Stronger than theories. The conditions of the minora had h-emm so 
appalling, and the mi nr owners ao determined to mcxoa-> the w if 
the miners life, that a (tenoral Strike was inevitable- ineviUbte 
biwaiinn Labour at large was made to Tea line that a reduction of 
wages and an increaso of Hbttrs for tho minors mtmt nmU affc-ct 
their own cxionmnu 1 contHtions. 

I iimiat that u dear cut understanding of the nature and 
#(J nn i ..in is ihdispotl Mi i( (hi issue is 4 *i be mot luh-ijuaUdv and 
fought HUeoeshfttJlyi and it h precisely because Trade Union leaders 
Jiftvu nrglrctfd to instruct the rank and file that they were not aide 
r<i in eel the if.sun. But for this rtegSoc*. the Getiemt Strike would 
fiimi its very inception have been truly general* winch it uiofit 
rnvuiredlv WRH imt Neither would the General Council have failed 


•id oo mi pin tidy In nt ihning the ^plindid spirit dLcfuon truf* d h f ti.v 
worlmro during tiie strike, 

1'he tloncmi Uouneil, ho*.v< ver, Dab ignormu:.- mid lac it 

nf visible That wan Lu< t d"*umini rated t*y the way the tneu weir 
rad led out after thu Geuerid Strike wa** deehlDtl upom iuiiUtad ol 
bnnginM about a coflopii te Ntoppngo of produe'ion, the strike wan 
inaugurated on tin* inMalmant plan, the w-o< [m G ii«g ettllt-il out hit 
hy hit, Thus, while tin* printers, not uearly fmportaiit to tiio 
miencsft of the General Strike, were called out, ihx meti eiuployed in 
the power, light* and food kj meoi were id lowed logout} a ridhudou* 
situation, which many nf the worker* \ eallscd; Hut. Undt of vofee 
nr deefrion in the mailer, Limy had to Mubmit. 

Of con me. knowing that tin* rank ntnl Me ltad nev< r been taught 
to face an iftfuo to lu last coasaqucncca, the (“Jenrim! Council m* 
doubt felt that a c/j tuplele General Strike* if not -' tiled within 
twoaty-hmr hoars, may lead to scrioui ri.-anits- Most of them had 
been trained in term* of the Houhej of Uominons, tu eh* • d d'*or 
negotiations and wire-pul ling. BusideS^ they were much more com 
corned in safeguarding the Trade Union fund*, which the Govern* 
rnent threatened to confiscate. On the other hand, the Left Wing 
mcmbciK* who arc such dvvoices of the Moscow Pidatorftktp M, 
MjisKto, were not very eager to see the General Strike lead to a 
Dictatorship in Great Britain. Neither the one nor the other reahv d 
that there is a third way out. A General Strike can be truly effective 
only if a new spirit will penetrate Trade Unionism* the npirii of 
Syndicalism, which is after all the only lmsis for economic organisa¬ 
tion to meet the needs of the modern economic struggle. Beside* 
that, Syndicalism prepares the masses for fundamental social ehauges 
on a federative llhortarmn basis, away from the State and iu 
crushing dictatorship* 

A General Strike which lifts its roots in Syndicalism and free 
initiative for activity as a vision for the workers is the Duly strike 
which is likely to compel the enemy** attention. The- General 
Strike was not of that nature, hence it could not achieve what it set 
out to do, namely* to force the miueowners to meet tire demands of 
the miners, ami to pave the wav for greater economic improvements 
for all the workers. As it is* the miners were betrayed* and the 
Labour leaders are now engaged in rcciuuirationH* a sorrow* iA 
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,„ (M tv ^ t , MV ..:e was no! 

have happenorl at all in Great Britain is among the wonders of our 
day. Still greater is the spirit of solidarity bo admirably demon¬ 
strated hy the workers. One bad to he in London during the nine 
historic days to see their fine fortitude and their joyous abandon to 
the? -vtiiatiou* their utter disregard of the hardships the strike entailed 
( 0t them, to realise that the General Strike was not in vain. No 
amount of political wirepulling, of constant talk in the House of 
Commons, nor yet endless discussions on Socialism in the LaUiur 
jvr. .A, has Him k so deeply into the minds and hearts of the masses, 
i m* have ihey aroused such profound interest in the stM:ial question, 
(ju tM* other hand, the General Strike has demonstrated to the 
ruling cla*$ how \ ery elosa* to tho abyss it stands, how great the 
un noon it baa esc-itpod.*—thin time, 

We Anarchists, who have uhvaya stood iho brunt of ridicule 
and condemnation larcauso of our stand on the General Strike, are 
jiow vtinii* uted. Wts have proved that we stand much closet to rite 
n ahth * of life and the mutual Htrngglo than our political opponents* 
All tin-' more rfcftOOU why wc should increase our efforts to bring to 
the workers a bettor tmdersUndfiig of the meaning* purpose, and 
efficacy of Syndicftli'rtm and its most effective weapon in the economic 
struggle - the General Strike. Bmka Goliiw an . 


The Evil of Government* 

The evil of government is not due to the election of bad men as 
rulers, or to the failure of our rulers to represent that tmascertainoble 
mass preference, but to the wrong of ntiership itself. Uulership means 
mastery or slaveiy', a tiling to Ixs ndoiiinx 1 only hy iis a tvition. 
Kefomiera all ace ami feel the wrongs of gm ermnem, hut seem unable 
to sec that the wrongs are inherent in tint thing itself, hence blame the 
king, eongre-ss, legislators, form of governnumt* or mnd** * i- ' **di of 
the machiue, and proccuii to invent all aorta of chirnem^ i*> render idoal 
or perfect force -founded State*, which tuff only the experience of the 
centiirics past, hut all logiv and reason* shown can )v frothing but a 
cum* to mankind — Th* Ifif tunU^t. 
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GODWIN’S “POLITICAL JUSTICE. 


Whim Idr. Fort! K. Brown’s “Lib of William Godwin wum 
published oiirlv this ymw («* w*i«-w ni F»» »«*•». April-Muy \*-mv) 
vep vxnrohftvd a riUuit wish lliaL a publisher VfOuUl Ih* bold unough lo 
ruprinl " Political JttHttee.** U WAS, therofon, n (}i‘ ill L|J 118 

wliun our wish was so »oou grniitlcd >>y tliu wOpt of ilww «w»» 
volumes* 

*• political JustiiV* WfW lhe tirst it asonud atuUmiont >>i AimnUnM 
principle over published. When it m mirvd lint Fmuch B«v..liii.ou 
had stirred profoundly all aluwie in Groat Hritam, bringing fnr to 
Uta ruling class and hope to the ruled. Kveryom» wo* diHimiiamg 
the rotative merits of a Monarchy or a Bopublfe- wtu n God wm 
launched his trenchant indictment of all forma of GovvrflmeMi ami 
Authority. It naturally caused a great sensation, and Godwin *oo» 
became famous. 41 No work in our time," says HiudiLL, 44 gave such 
a blow to the philosophical mind of the country. 1 ’ And l>u Quinoey 
said it "* carried one fearful shock into the Ijosoui of English Bur.mU, 
fearful but momentary. .... U> <Mwhi rtmafiri against thrones 
and dominations,, powers and principalities, with the air of wmm 
Titan sllnger or monomachist from Thebes and Irov, saying, t Dims 
hither, ye wretches, that I may give your flesh to the fowls of tiro 
air. 1 ’* Although thu price of 41 Political Justice was throe guineas, 
four thousand copies wore cold, and it is recorded that it ‘'btnmmti 
so popular that the poorest mechanics were known 1 > duh tmUmp* 
iiuns for its purchase, and thus it was directed to mine and cut away 
contentment from a nation s roots.’ 

Godwins main argument in 11 Political Justice is Mint mo 
supremo law is the general welfare, ami •• that will most contribute 
to it which enlarges the understanding, supplies meUi-immls to 
virtue, lilts us with a generous consciousness of our Independence, 
aud carefull v removes whatever can impede our exert intis. 1I« had 
unbounded faith in his follow-men ir they had equality of opportunity 
to improve themselves morally and materially. " There is no charac¬ 
teristic of man which seems at present at least so eminently to dialsu* 
guish hi m or to he of so much importance in every branch of moral 
science as his perfectibility.” But he must have liberty and political 
and economic quality. And liy. wjs: ■/ The mil cucuncs of hb#y 
m my country arc not the pee pie, bm umse mgber imtei* >y.Uo proJil 
hv a coufcrorv system/’ So ho proceeds to analyse ruthlessly the 
-'higher orders " who stand m the way of the changes necessary for 
the gradual improvement of mankind. 

“ A king is necessarily and almost unavoidably a despot m hia 

heart.He has been used to unhesitating compliance, ami it 

i* with difficulty ho can digest expostulation and opposition/- Of a 
ruler under a limited monarchy he says: “ He may nob choose any 
one of his measures. He must listen with docility to the consulta¬ 
tion of his tnimstors and sanction with a ready assent whatever they 
determine. . . . • Ha must not express to any man his opinion p for 
that would be a sinister and unconstitutional interference. To be 
absolutely perfect he must have no opinion, but he the vacant and 
colourless mirror by which theirs is reflected/ 

G odwin is Just us severe when dealing witli aristocracy. 1 * Ariato- 
cracy in its proper signification implies neither less uor more than a 
scheme for rendering more permanent and visible by the interference 
of political institution Lhe inequality of mankind. Aristocracy, like 
monarchy, is founded in falsehood, the offspring of art foreign to the 
real nature of things, and must therefore, like monarchy, be supported 
by artifice and false pretences/' 

Legislation, he says, “ia in almost every country grossly the 
favourer of the rich against the poor. .... The rich are encouraged 
to associate for the execution of the most partial and oppressive 
positive laws." Low was originally devised that ordinary men might 
know what they had to depend upon , 11 and there is not at this day 
a lawyer existing hi Great Britain presumptuous and vainglorious 
enough to pretend that he has mastered the code/* Law tenths “ to 
lix the mind in a stagnant condition, and to substitute a principle of 
permanence in the room of that unceasing perfectibility which is the 
only salubrious element of mind, 

* Religious establishments are quite as harmful to the cause ol 

*i Here then we have to consider the whole honours and revenue 

of the church, from the arch bishop who takes precedence next after 

■ “ \ti Kmitupy Coiiturning FoUllcul Jiwtw« aud Its luJiawic« 

Virtue amt HamUli#*. 1 ’ By Wifflirn flftilwin. tidUml riml Abrnlgwi \ Uy 
lUyitiihfl A. PiAttou. 2 vuls. 10n. London: Alfred A. Kiiupf, ^ Beilford 
piaoe, W.C. 1,—Can be ciUtaiiiml from FkKki»o.M 




the prim.Jf I Ilf UIihkI niyiil to till- •.. otimi** Hi t in- niltl.m, 

„„ ( Iniil'-vi'd In •utn^rf ol « system of MM HtiWmi nlon m»l *>•]«» 

1 ,..,.i. tic-,.-.. AtePttgb it"'' numerous Jilorfcroiij 

that b* ai Uht'iLv u* riiittli for lilmsffM ' 1^ Ru're niu* man among 

thorn that can lay Im hand upon hin Uonuri and dwvm apm* M* 
honour and comtnfoaon Had bur ouudminaih* htive no elh.ct nr 
itilhicmcidg his judgment ? The declaration in niqiossibl^ 

(Jodwin uumdmlc^ thcreforu, thia llivro m> hope of ihrm* 
inHtiuiik.ua ever being am ful in bringing about the revolution m tllu 
minds of men winch lie dcsitcB. 

n ^tiQ true imiUTimouts for changing the opinions of nittu a mind > 
ale argument and porauiiKiiui. The lu«a HiHiurily for all advaatagi'i aw 
is free and Unrestricted disausMon. In tbftl fluid truth mud 
always prove thn succchhIuI champiuii. .... Rut when we lay 
(town our argmueula and take up cam swords, the rasu is alLeretL 
We must tl i a ref ore e a r e f a 1 h disUtigufoU hrlwwnn informiOg 
the poopfo and mllaming Uutm/‘ 

Tim man who works for the regeneration of his «pu6S>*H must he 
prepared to wait years before trying to reduce theory into actual 
action ; hut if Lhe multitude are impetuous he will not 41 sternly pnsa 
ttunhmcfj upon every revolution that shall by a few years have 
anticipated the term that wisdom would have prescribed." 

Ill Book Yin Godwin explains Ids system ol equal property. 

Mnw though we as Amvrnhisi s have always avoided drawing up plan » 
for a nebulous fiiUm~- first natch your hare ' —wu have found n 
vary lufcovqctiug to study tile plans of ntheis, and Godwins is no 
exception, in introducing it, he says 

"Thesubject of juoperty is tho keystone that completes the 
fabric of political justice. According as our ideas respecting it are 
orude or correct, Hmy will enlighten us o« io the consequences of a 
siittpl*' form uf xocwtij ici\hout (mpcrtinwitb, ami removti the proju- 
dices that attach us to complexity. There is nothing that mom 
powerfully tends to distort our jmtynmt attd our o/nama,v than 
erroneous notious coiiceming the gooth of fortune. Finally, riie 
period that afudl put an end to the system of cocivi-e and 
mCl ,t in iutUnaLely connected with the circumstance of property a 

boiii(J{ placed upon m equitable basis.However great and 

fofctonsivu iu-o the avik that am producod bv monarchic aud euiirt^. 
hv the impostures of priests ami the miqmty ot ermmud 
these are imbecile and impotent compared wuU the evils that 
arise out of the established system of property. 

In a sysitom of equal property, whore everyone docs Ids share of 
the work, Godwin reckons half an hour a day seriously employed m 
manual labour would supply the whole with necessaries. “At is the 
unnecessary employnieids that at present occupy tin go.at mass o 
the itihabitants or every civilised nation, w hile the peasant lain airs 
incessantly to maintain them in a state more pernicious than idle¬ 
ness." Godwin emphasises the point that there is nothing in 
system of equal property that can he represented as a scheme of 
government, nor anything that would interfere with the cultivation 
of individuality or prevent people following the dictates of their own 
judgment, and it would email no restrictions or superinteudence. 

If wo remember that “Political Justice” appeared at n tune 
when, as Godwin says in His Preface, “ the people of England have 
assiduously been excited to declare their loyalty, and to mark every 
man as obnoxious who is not ready to sign the shibboleth of the 
Constitution,” we can sec that he was not lacking in moral courage, 
Even in the second corrected edition, published only three \eais 
laterj there was suflicieiit ^reasonable" matter to send him Lo 
prison bad the Government tli ought a prosecution advisable. 

This edition is reprinted from the lirst edition. The parts 
principally omitted are the sections that Godwin himself intimated 
might be passed over as unessontial to his main thesis, fu a very 
sympatbetie Introduction Mr, Preston says : William Godwin is 
one of the men who most deserve a rereading in our time. 
thank him heartily for making it possible for many to read him for 
the flrsfc time, _ ____—---- 
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THE PERILS OF NATIONALISATION." 

It tHiettin to mo impcrativo that m- rccognis* dearly iiml 
acknowledge frankly the iltHcrcdit into which the Stale in hilling. 

To mv thinking, this hm Immi for man} ymirw past aim of the mo-l 
market! tcndondtta of the ago ; ami the War, which uipomri Houmuy 
shams and brought to the mirfocc ho many maliUos pivviotiHly 
hidden, gave that tomlenny a powerful imputiis* It watt l.ben tmi 
the world was shown the omnipotence with which llm State had 
clothed its chief official*, tumbling thfcm to tmiWom to Uu* 
ahtufibtca, and tt> usher in an era of corruptk»n in the form of gros^ > 
fraudulent cominorciul contracts* broaan profltooting, and finaiuiml 
thimblerigging of the most demoralising type. The world Ihm naw 
the great and supposedly civilised Gpverumonts tlehaaiug Uuacurrotioy 
m recklessly as did over the absolute monarch* ol the Dark Ages—a 
tremendous fact which should convince us that Govenimoute arc 
precisely the ones who tdiouhi not be entrustod with the issuance 
and control of the circulating medium. It ttaw tlm men at the head 
of the official machine carving up continents and attuoxitig as colomaa 
lands inhabited by niton peoples whose crime was Unit they had not 
armed themselves adequately against the invader. It saw thorn 
tldibertUdy undoing all that science had accomplished in tint way t>l 
annihilating distance and bringing the whole human family into 
close touch, officialdom doing this because it needed revenue where¬ 
with to meet its own extravagances and found in protective tariffs 
the easiest method uf-raising lu Bhor^-U m Statu JUiliUri*mi r 

nitd embodies in its uiQst. odious forms the principle of coercion. 

S preface this brief paper with these roflections because they 
kud me directly to mv subject, and express a vital truth we shall do 
wisely to digest. For if we are ever to become a world-moving force 
we must have on our side the all-powerful instincts of the masses, 
and those instincts are Ml against the State. In the main this world 
is peopled with agriculturists, and always the peasant bates the 
State, which is to him simply a tax-gatherer and a tributo-Ievier who 
takes from him by force, and without rendering any substantial 
equivalent, a portion of his product. Is or is it at bottom otherwise 
with the industrial population, for they have no liking for the restric¬ 
tions the State imposes on them, stand in dread of the policeman 
and all the machinery of the law, and have little faith in politicians. 
Indeed, I submit that distrust of the politician has now become 
almost universal, and that this is one of the most significant featuics 
of the times, if we are to win the support of the masses we must 
avoid, above everything, all suspicion of being upholders of the Stale ; 
and, passing now directly to my theme, 41 The Perils of Nationalisa¬ 
tion/* I remark that be who favours Nationalisation thereby enrols 
himself as a supporter of State ownership and control. 

The objections to State ownership and control arc not mere)}, 
as Herbert Spencer pul it, that 11 Government is invariably slow, 
stupid, wasteful, and corrupt/* or that tho State is an insatiably 
encroaching autocrat who, no matter what the form of government* 
can exist only by reducing citizens Lo the status of subjects, and 
compelling implicit obedience to its decrees ; or in the fact that it is 
at once the creator and ally of those great monopolies which seem 
likely to ruduce the masses of mankind to abject slavery; or that it 
covers the face of the earth with spies and informers, thereby insti¬ 
tuting veritable reigns of tenor which muzzle free speech, check tho 
growth of thought and knowledge, and lead straight to those Dictator¬ 
ships beneath which more than Half of Europe to-day is groaning. 
Theao and other objections which it would he tedious to oimmeralo 
arc perhaps the least weighty portions of the indictment, for the 
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UMt ii will vUw .1* mu-, wh) jirolwililv kctii) «<* 6on*lAHlIy m.w.aM 
u-itUi war. TI.h Ih by lor ch<- imml xeriOtl* mumm-ut Mint min l-n 
in :u:nmsi n rn.-ni.iiu' tu.liiy tmjoyn n tmnn.ua.iy |»..j.uHii <t >• 

will, iliciMi wbo t«ui' no Iwrlhur limn Mu' til tlti’ii 1111 

Iktihiw 1 UiiiiVi it nueli l «h«» “ IV' I’nn' 1 * tlf NttUtuitUlHiiUon un 
the subject of tbit* paper. 

It in a tortuimtc- thiiiK tUitt III!) prinu nrnlorlult. Icr Mie H 1 I»U>U. 
unci' ol lilo, mu'll its tin? comnumor kiml. o) tom In amt ihoIhIh, nn- so 
iviitrlv ilintrilmtod 1 . 1 ml no olio nation ban a monopoly ot thi.ni. but 
will, Iimny olboi' tilings, UtB«Ji«tvi» iw»-nlial lo ,lm innliittirmiuw o 
mviHsatioii im wo know it. Him ia not An ««"• Tbmxi wmiiil i«. i«r 
on am pin, it tasoinondous outcry ii tho wm-bl fouml itaoH miailnn y 
(liTirivoll of ton and eoffito; but Urn aokual fact in that Rl per eotit. i4 
tliu world’s tsoiloo ooimm from Briutil. wbiob rcoontly nun t an 
aliortivo alt 011151 ! to oomur it. whtli: 7u i"i ccnL. of thv Lott aupp >' 
com os from imlia and (Wlou, British pmtwsaion*. •'gain, *'■> por 
emit, of 1 lie wool (iomey from Aiwtralin ami Now- /ualiinn. and not 
lotiH ago tho AuatmUnn Uovunmioiil, wbiob in largely under l iu 
iiiiluuufu of StoeWml philosophies, iwoposwl to bold 115 , Australia s 
portion of tlm world orop, hoping tlma to raise pricos f**r U»o boimti! 
of ill. own auhjodto. Similarly, 52 per cent, of tlw «oM and (ri per 
cent, u! Lbc diitmondH come from Soutli Africa, while, on Mm otlmr 
hand, the tidled Status product! M pur coni, of Miu cotton and 
tobacco grown, and, in Lbu Philippines, Bill pur uonl. of tlm manilln 

hump. I uoiild extend thu list, hilt it would be uhuIush. 

As wa all know to onr sorrow, many of these mdispensaljlu 
commodities un already under Dm control of a few private umnopo- 
lists: and, for oxauiplo, Dm fact that a largo proportion of Dm world s 
oil trade is now in the liapd* of three powerful groups, and Die 
tobacco trade in those uf two, is one ot the most unsatisfactory 
features of our present ucouuiniu develo|,u,uiit, lumglno, however, 
wltal would be tho condition if Cl coat Britain were aide to say: “Our 
CSwommeut is Dm sole owner or all this large percentage of ten, and 
lico (07 per emit, of which is grown in India), and gold, ami so forth; 
and ns tho world cannot gut along without these things, we propose 
to take it by the Diro.Lt and exact whatever price wo choose to fix." 
Imagine the b idled Slates taking ^ same line, or otlmr 
wWcff Slwruave. fjnWSPf! ami cfitnB.fi?, 'a similar 

monopoly of certain 'products. What condition more provocati ve of 
war could be conceived, for not only would there I* general.,ai an 
intense indignation against the country that WOS holding Dm others 
up to ransom, hut also, ill certain oircumsUnces, it might he neces¬ 
sary to compel her to disgorge. Then, on either side, the tires of 
national patriotism would hurst into blow, and once more the world 
would bo turned into a slaughterhouse. Alter our experience m Dm 
Great War caw anyone question Dio fierceness of those hres, or Dm 
facility with which they can be kindledV 

At present Great Britain and the United States are working 
hand in baud, and the vast volume of their mutual interests forbids 
a quarrel. Nevertheless, not many months ago almost the entire 
American press bristled with articles in which Great Britain was 
denounced furiously tor holding up the price ot rubber under the 
Stevenson Agreement, to the immense loss of Die people of the 
United Status, who to-day are using more rubber than all Dm Other 
countries of the world combinud. If I remember right, this led to 
diplomatic protest; hut Great Britain was able to show that the 
agreement had been entered into not so much for Die sake of establish¬ 
ing a British monopoly as for that of saving Eastern planters hom 
ruin, and for tho time being Die threatened storm blew over. But 
the incident was moat significant, a dark shadow cast upon tho 
screen by ominous events that vet may come. 

What I am driving at is ibis. When Henry George wrote 
•• Progress and Poverty," half a century ago, it was impossible for 
him lo foresee the world-rcvoluDonismg developments of the last 
fifty veitrs, and in bis condemnation of Nationalisation be could not 
employ the arguments I have been using. Nevertheless, he did 
condemn Nationalisation in tho strongest tunns, emphasising the 
power with which it would clothe bureaucracy, and the consequent 
tyranny and corruption to which infallibly it would give rise. And 
Lhc never-to-be-forgotten truth is that Henry George's gospel was 
distinctly an Individualistic gospel, being based on the teachings of 
Herbert Spencer and other uncompromising Individualists, and on 
tho fundamental principle that I and you and everyone of us depend 
for our very existence on the natural resources of ^ this planet. 
George's doctrine was that this priceless gift of individual life can 
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only be enjoyed as it should ho when each individual has secured to 
him free and equal access to natural opportunities. 

Throughout our propaganda we talk incessantly of the common 
light to land, and 1 suggest that in doing so we fail to call sufficient 
attention to the fact that this is also the most essential of individual 
rights; and we have fallen into this negligence under the inlluenco 
of the Socialist movement, which habitually minimises the import¬ 
ance of individual rights, and even scoffs at them, its basic tenet 
being that the interests of the individual must always be subordi¬ 
nated to those of the majority, as disclosed by popular vote. That 
is a position we should consistently reject, in the most uncompro¬ 
mising and decisive terms. Wo should reject it, in the first place, 
because it is radically unsound, being false Lo the fundamental facts 
of life; and, in the second place, because, looking at the question 
from the merely opportunistic standpoint of policy, there is nothing 
whatever in making concessions to or allying ourselves with Socialism. 
Already it is self-evident to all careful students of contemporary 
affairs that the Socialist philosophy of life is false, its basis being 
that whatever is decreed—or supposedly decreed—by the majority 
must bo accepted by all as the law of their daily lives. Inasmuch as 
this presupposes that the voice of the majority is the voice of God, 
this philosophy lias necessarily broken down, and the policies based 
on it have failed disastrously. Where powerful leaders, such us the 
ex-Socialists Lenin and Mussolini, taking advantage of the chaos 
into which the War had plunged society, have been able to impose 
Socialism on a nation they have created ruthless dictatorships. 
Where such leaders or such circumstances have been lacking the 
various Socialist parties have shown* themselves mere flies upon the 
wheel of professional politics, powerless in any way to alter the 
course of the machine and making no impression on public thought. 
And it is public thought that has to he revolutionised, a task that 
can be performed by those alone who awaken the intelligence and 
conscience of the masses to some truth at once so simple and so 
vital that it alters completely men's outlook on life, rescuing them 
from their eternal slavery to sterile phrases and forcing them to face 
realities. The publication of “ Progress and Poverty 11 had that 
effect, but only on the cultured few, for its argument was too 
jffrdiojrat^aTT^jxhitustivetc^H^orTmrirdii^^ 

k is the masses we have to reach f: : - (hem wo have to and 

we can go to them successfully only by laying before them a truth so 
plainly vital that they accept it instinctively and lhenceforth find it 
impossible to lot it go. 

The trouble with the nffpsuea in nut that they are incapable of 
understanding and appreciating a great truth, but that they are 
befogged by the sophistries of lawyers, politicians, the priest hood, 
and all that army of word-twisters Special Privilege has at its 
command. It m essentially the business of those professional Sophists 
to keep the masses bewildered by the mifltfi and mirages td half- 
truths ; to prevent them from peering beneath the surface and thereby 
discovering the false basis on which the existing system rests- 
happily with an increasing rosttemeSB and with an insecurity that 
becomes more manifest from day to day. And obviously the tactics 
these defenders of Things as They An? pursue are those we should 
avoid, for our end is the exact opposite of that for which they strive. 
Our object is to undeceive the masses ; Lo get their heads old of the 
clouds; to show thorn realkies. 

May l be tallowed to add, in the ndurust of frankness, that 1 
write as an Anarchist, arid that for many years past I have called 
myself an Anarchist because 1 am convinced that man's destiny is 
Lo la? self-governing; that Freedom is Ids inevitable goal, and the 
Htate, as the incarnation of coercion, Ilia most deadly foe. If [ 


thought, as most Anarchists still think, Itnil Jlenrv Gcoigt‘ i teachings 
would lead to Nuliomilisutmn and the complete supmmiey of the 
Shite* as aulu owner of the means of life, 1 would no more think of 
associating myself with them than I would think mC chaining my^lf 
to a leper. Thai road, in my settled conviction, leada straight lo 
death ; and \ learned long ago that what keeps so many earnest and 
thoughtful people from becoming interested in our movement is the 
delusion that wo arc, at bottom, aw many a noted Anarchist writer 
has asserted, Stale Socialist^ I understand that linn i* a delusion, 
the real object td our movement being flint every man shall get all 
he justly earns, and nobody one puny out of the exploitation o! 
Others. However, ami let their bo no nustaki about it* the delusion 
in widespread, and for many ye a re past 1 have made it ulmu<: nr. 
chief business to do my lo ronnlci U I wish our movement h* 
do likewise, and for that reason l egntribute thL piqiev. 


“ FREEDOM’S ” FORTIETH BIRTHDAY. 

Du au Kkell,—E fiBHS.DOM will have its fortieth birthday next 
month, and l am tending you a trillo towards a further and, as I 
trust, far greater extension of its activities. Doubtless many others, 
conscious of the invaluable work already accomplished, will be doing 
likewise; for, while proud of the long past, they will recognise that 
our real concern is with the future, and that it will hud its still 
standing in the ring, more resolute* more competent, and better 
equipped than over, 

IfiiKKooM 1ms never been a popularity-bun ting paper, and should 
not be. Its function is to make clear the lines that the attack* when 
finally developed, will have to follow. That is always the essential, 
and also the most difficult and dangerous, work. The upholders of 
Things as They Are snap their lingers at mere aimless scattering of 
mud* but scent instinctively as their real enemies those who strike at 
the root and undermine the foundations of the rotting structure. 

For years past I have been interested in tracing FiikedosYs 
international influence, as mirrored in foreign exchanges. With Lhu 
War and the Buss tan Revolution the masses were stampeded into 
sterile emotionalism and unreasoning passion, and almost everywhere 
they prostrated themselves before new idols of clay whoso feet were 
set on sand To bring them back to realities became at once the 
crying need, and few were those who bent themselves wholeheartedly 
to that laborious amt thankless task. Fiikkugm was one of the few. 
It summoned the whole world of Anarchism to be true to its name 
and to understand that its mission is to overthrow rule by the 
exploiter, no matter what his label, by assisting men in that struggle 
for individual liberty which alone can redeem them from slavery. 

On that basis we can all unite, and lor such unity the times are 
calling clamorously* Alike in the spiritual, the intellectual, and the 
material domain, in politics as in economies* Dictatorship is in the 
saddle, and means to ride. We have to throw’ off that rider. We 
have Lo wrench ourselves out of the straitjacket now strangling us* 
We have to consider also that in such a struggle small efforts and 
unconsidcred skirmishing amount to nothing. If Fkkkijom is hewing 
straight to the line, it should be Supported most generously* person- 
_ a)i th-H being forgot km in coiicentrqtmri on tlie g eneral aim. As 
against the compact array of Special Privilege stands the huge army 
of the Disinherited, of those who have been given no chance in life* 
still dispossessed and therefore at present helpless. Our business is 
to rescue them from helplessness by aiding them in their struggle u» 
force upon the door of equal opportunity* and in that struggle to the 
very edge of his personal ability every one of us should go. 

The future- of Fukkikim ought to l o rnado secure* Like all other 
effective movements we should give our representative organ the 
support of a substantial sinking-fund. Without wenpona none can 
light* ami if We choose to do so wo can certainly equip this old-time 
warrior with the arms he needs. He is fighting where the battle is 
most difficult; in the country which is the backbone of Caste, 
Imperialism, and all those monopolistic forces with which Anarchism 
is irreconcilably at war; in the country* above all, which is still 
wedded to those cowardly opporfcunistna whiah servo only to dissipate 
our Lime and strength, and bring us nowhere. U is hero, therefore, 
that eventually the tight will he the hottest, and here that them 
should be no failure of adequate support. 

[ enclose a money contribution from an old friend, and hope it 
will bu emu of many. The time is ripe for a great enlargement of 
Fkukdom'k circulation, and for the assumption of oilier new activities 
rendered at present impossible by lack of funds,- Yours, as always, 

Wn. C. Owen. 


“FREEDOM’S" BIRTHDAY FUND. 

With its October Lhviu Fuukwow celebrates its fortieth auniver- 
savy, the thsj muuVr appearing in October* 188t>* We therefore 
intend to imL* this a sjaanal number* with new and original articles 
from well-known comrades. Kim-n Mulatcstii, Max Ncttlau, Rudolf 
Rocker, uml Wui, (k Owen have already sc til or promised cuniribu- 
tioiiw, and we hope to git several Other* Our readers can also jam 
m the celebration by sending uh contributions in cash. This year* 
owing to sen re it y of leads, vvr have only btHm able to publish once 
every two month*. It is Impossible lo continue like that; FaKiunOM 
must come out .it least once a mouth or cease publication. We need 
■Cltki by the end of the year to clear off mur debt to our printers and 
to ennuie publican*m monthly in the New Year, We therefore 
upped earnestly f * nl) um friend* n» edebmiu Kuhk now's fortieth 
b‘i tUduv bv -ending u* k uiitch monoy ah thev can ami a» soon as 
they can. \ birthday gilt for lu.rn.oM’ NY ho can refuse? 
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THE COAL LOCK-OUT. 


The coni lock'out is nearing its end, and the end will bo as 
dreary an has been the course of the dispute* Now that the Executive 
have been given power to negotiate a settlement, with thu solo reser¬ 
vation as to the lengthening or hours, it needs no prophetic pOWtGTB 
to foretell a reduction in wages and the loss of Some other hardly--won 
conditions of work H could hardly be otherwise. The men went 
into this fight merely to defend the.v//ifjwf If they are now going 
to negotiate, they must necessarily retreat from that position, and as 
11 1 ey h uve nothing with which to bargairi they will be foread to aoccpt 
a reductiou in wages or a lengthening of hours or—both. 

In South Wales the owners make no secret of their detenuina¬ 
tion to return to the sight-hour day. 11 Even with a BubtiUnlial 
reduction in wages/* they say, " the seven-hour day will not give 
economic results/' And there is, perhaps most important of all, one 
other point that will he in keen dispute, that of district settlements. 
To give way on this matter will be to undo the last twenty years' 
work of unifying the forces of the British miners. According to a 
well-known West of England paper, the view is expressed in mining 
circles (owners) that if the leaders are prepared to discuss district 
variations there j» every prospect of peace; but it is no exaggeration 
to say that pence w ill have been secured at the cost of the life of the 
M iners' federation of Great Britain. District settlements will destroy 
all sense of solidarity amongst miners. When district setllamcnlH 
were the order of the day, Yorkshire miners were jutted against 
Welsh miners, and Welshmen against those in Scotland. If the 
South Wales Miners' .Federation called a strike, the press started 
screaming that Durham or some olher English district was stealing 
the South Wales export trade. To-day they say that America or 
Germany is stealing our markets; then it was some English or 
Scotch district. The owners, naturally, want to return to those days. 

1 lore in South Wales there are thousands of underground workers 
receiving for a nix-day week tl \2*., some thousands more £2 8 s, f 
and other* even less At the moment of writing there is some talk of 
accepting a 10 percent, reduction. These men have been hard put 
to it to make the nigged ends meet at all; they cannot hope to bring 
them within mensurable distance in the evenL ni & reduction The 
dwtresH that the Brenner denit * thu existence of was a very real and 
potent factor in these Welsh mining valleys long before the stoppage. 
At least the men are starving in idlctitiSB now; then they were 
starving while working. This in no mere rhetoric# Many havo been 
the attempts by men in work to get Guardians' relief to supplement 
their mRembk* curtiiugn; by the middle of the week they could, and 
did, prove utter destitution. Now thu rfibers' officials havo been 
given lamer to secure peace at the expottsu of these miui/h wages. 

The owners also want what they call :i ptirmarumt Hottlcuieut, or 
at least for five yearn, in order lo regain the markets 1 ml daring the 
stoppage, The last stoppage in the industry was in 1021. I t in five 
years last month since that sattlomcmt, but in April of this year tlm 
owners hiul ho Ur recovered their markets amt put the industry on 
an economic (blessed word) basts that they naked Tor further rodtlC* 
timiu and longer Imurs* What gimninte*-, can they offer that if they 
get another five years' truce the result will not be tlm same 7 None* 

Fear months has tin* u niggle lasted, due entirely to the grit ami 
determination of the rank amt (lie* No body of men ever nsodlvotl m 
llntd a blow a* did the inhmra in thu initial week** of their fight, when 
the General Council of the Trade* Union Oangimn called off the 
General Strike and left them to fight alone. That aha me fill deser¬ 
tion by Hit jxriitiohutti of the Trade Union movement would have 
bad a laid effect on a le**- determined body of fighters, hill these men 
merely shrugged their tdiouhlm* and went on With thoir bmdnvrtn. 

The methods of KumhcII Hip tare have been keenly cri tidied by 
the men. A* the week* went by tie n wu* a growing feeling that a 
mistake wiin being made m leaving thu safety men at work- Tin: e 
ttion were being u»w il for purposes other than safety work Thousand* 
of tons of smalt Host worn trucked by l!iut>* men at various collieries 
and ctitaljirnl to the patent fuel works at Swansea and Cardiff, hut 
no seiitm* effort w id# made Officially tocupo with thisahmtc. Attempts 
tu stop it wolf made by llir eVftKporatnd rank and tile, hut they were 
pwudir ami led only (*j the puUtatr conn, In many vases the so called 
safety m» n were engaged nn hew Work undrfgN.»umh lUiill as pn 
paring new etigiiM holm • 1 * , And the Uickiai nut men wvic being 
continually admonished by their oilWm! • Be itrtlril y ; do out main 
tiny dnUmbimr* tint in pH* nl much duoivtca.tHniu owing to Me 
Inactivity uf ihtrir Uadeirr, I lit; ttiett h ah ■ed only tin* Well tin dttv 


result of a defeat, ami carried on from week to week m as equable a 
spirit as could be expected* They have undoubtedly been beaten so 
far as maintaining the staffs quo is concerned, but they have not 
been beaten by M inexorable economic laws"' but by bad gencmlehip 
and the traitorous conduct of thoBC who set themselves up to be 
leaders of rmm. William Majhwariko* 


THE ORLEANS CONGRESS. 


Our French exchange® have been giving great publicity to the 
manifesto is&ued by tint Anarchist fJommuniHt Union at its recent 
Congress in Orleans, France. In its fourth paragraph the mem bora 
responsible for this mamfosto announce that Cotumtintam m their 
oeonomic creed, and declare that they 11 are Communists because 
Communism is the only form of society that assures to ail and each 
an equal share of tlm social well-being, notably in respect to children, 
the aged, the sick, and those whose natural endowments arc Indovv 
the average." In the next paragraph they declare that they are 
also 14 Individualists, in the sense that, by putting everything in 
common, they give each and everyone the material possibility of 
developing his full individuality according to hk pleasure/' 

For the rest, they proclaim themselves the mi com promising 
enemies of nil authority, whether it be that of the State, Capitalism, 
Religion, Ftitriutkriii the morality imposed by Officialdom, or any 
other form of coercion. As they put it: 41 Anarchists are against alt 
I tie tutorships—those of yesterday, to-day, or to- morrow "; and this 
last, at any rate, is a statement with which the entire Anarchist 
movement, if true to its name, must perforce agree. There will, 
or should he, also general agreement with the declaration timt 
Anarchists stand for decentralisation as opposed to centralisation; 
tv ml necessarily so, inasmuch as they believe that revolutionary 
changes must come from below, through the spontaneous action of 
the masses* The steps by which these ideals may be attained, as 
by the establishment of Communes which shall regulate by mutual 
agreement their own internal affairs and their relationships with one 
another, arc elaborate! at some length. 

On these it 
featu ojhIo with 

realisable “ immediately after the triumph of a social revolution 
which shall have annihilated every form of authority and brought 
about the total expropriation of fchapossessing classes.*' That seems, 
indeed, HUllteiently obvious, it being self-evident, for example, that 
Uluru Is not ihv fain lest poselbi Iky of self-governing Communes lasing 
imtablitihad SO long as the land remains the monopoly of a compare* 
lively few imlividtmK lie those individuals lords or peasants. Clearly, 
therefore, t he first task is the effecting of a Social Revolution. Further¬ 
more, and an dearly, if the Revolution is to come from below, its 
accompli*.hmcmfc and the direction in which its forces will ojx-nito 
mn^t depond on the thoughts and wiahua of the mat®. If (he 
triumphant mass desires an enlargement of individual liberty, it will 
diape llie institutions of thu future toward that end. If, on the 
other band, it follows (he deceptive phantom of Unity, which Popes 
and secular Dictators hitherto havo led it into following, it will snap 
its huger at individual liberty and instnl a Uommum»t Dictatorship 
which will, as it fatuously imagines, secure to all material equality. 
Tho task of Annteliimn is, therefore, a double one : first, to help along 
to tin* best of its ability the great revolutionary change now manifestly 
impending ; secondly, to nige that the new form of society rind) 
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have Freedom as its cornerstone. 

To those who have any acquaintance with Anarchist history and 
literature it w ill he self-evident that the fourth paragraph of this 
Miiiuft sto cannot hope to bring about that united front so earnestly 
desired by many The entire school of thought known a* Indivirlualist 
Anurehisin will la* in arum against it. for that school holds that a 
declaration that time m a/ In Commutdstn noocsaapily implies that 
it ^vdi hi made coLupulw.iry, which brings uk hack directly to Dictator* 
eh ip- In that school'd view, the meant* of KxbtcnoO having boon sot 
fix-i from i!'.ii jUrntigichohl uf MmiiqHjK which ulonc rundcrx cxplmia* 
tmn pu^tblc. ■ vei v iiullvidnal shottld tti at liberty to use them as ho 
think'- l*i .d-ne or in < i nblnation with such parteetudsho wUmUs. 

liowi vm, th» -n ctndhVting thcorioi—tho unit sprang directly 
from Slut. S -tfih-ni nod tho other from the I'rntcitant revtdt agaittst 
M< I * • t hvp of the Uhurch of Home have still to halthi for 
^ ii mu > ii that the very inUimotyof the atniggle iigiunst 
Mi ! iv* i m -i ■ humanity in the grip of slavt*r> will gnuluallv 
wwi tin prohlcin out. fl { Ct 








A n gu at - p i era her, 1020, 


FREEDOM, 


35 


OUR BAKUNIN, 


IIow is it that Anarchists ilie world over, though little given to 
hero-worship or dwelling on the past, have united to celebrate the 
fiftieth anniversary of Michael Bakunin's death? The answer is 
that this man was an extraordinary figure; that the influence? of his 
thought is only now beginning to he appreciated, and that the record 
of his career is an inspiration to every earnest soul, A plain slab of 
granite marks Bakunin's grave in Berne, and by a simple recital of 
Ins inulUtudinous activities and achievements our German comrades 
have wisely sought to keep his memory groan. In 14 0 riser Bakunin *'* 
(Our Bakunin) they have set out with discrimination the. main story 
of his life and the pith of his philosophy, to which they have added 
the judgments passed by various Anarchists now living. Thu task 
of welding into a condensed and hitolligibie whole tin enormous mass 
of historical data they naturally entrusted to Max Nettlau, who for 
many years has made Bakunin’s life and teachings his special 
study. 

What made Bakunin the outstanding figure he tin question ably 
tv us, and is ? As 1 conceive, he owes his pre-eminence to tint fact 
that he consistently refused to tie himself to creed or party, and 
thought and taught in terms of life, flo found the Individual the 
basis of all life, and Authority, in all its manifold Forms, the foe that 
crumped and paralysed at every turn the Individual's struggle to 
climb from the Animalism of a decaying past to the humanism of a 
nobler future now struggling into birth, Bakunin is the evolutionist 
par excettam in the domain of politics and economics* 

The heart of tlie evolutionary philosophy is individual struggle, 
through which come development and strength. Bakunin grasped 
that verity, ami his teaching is that the Individual must struggle 
untiringly for Freedom, precisely in order that, with added powers, 
be may he able to emerge from animalism to humanism. His 
touching calls for strength acquired by struggle, and it is plainly a 
true teaching, for without exercise all faculties wither; ami however 
mysterious may be the workings of this great fact we know as Life, 
it is inconceivable that it can ho constructed on any other principle 
than that of strength. 

We know how the priesthood, whose gospel in submission, raged 

- — Jj i ifc b m* ^ 1 * *+ * U - ;in w I nfi l l f l LLh m »pOr)-d||lr--ht>W—JJH-lfrh 

greater was their fury sure to he when Bakunin invaded with this 
vast heresy the whole domain of practical politics, and bade the 
humble and HubininBlvc bow the knee no more, whether to Church 
or State, to mau-muigined or man-imposed Authority, in any form 
or under any name l Bern dearly, in the germ, was a worldwide 
gospel of revolt. Mere self-tWidently wan the creed that eventually 
would nerve the hitherto uomdoHs mass into rising from its knees 
and loaning all rulers off its I jack. Here, therefore, was an arch- 
enemy, to he crashed at any cost* For half his life this man of 
exalted genius and towering thought wan hunted down (Ml a mad 
bound, 

Hu never wavartsd, and there was no anbdning him. It wane 
necessity of his nature to keep on struggling* Mon who think with 
pas h innate sincerity have to lie true to their own thought, and 
Bakunin waa passionately sincere* lie hud to light, uml to fight 
not only with those already in authority Uni also with those? who, 
still clamed among the tli&inlieiitod ami professing lo be their 
champions, were seeking themselves to climb into the neats of 
rulemhip. In Karl Marx and his Hat;fit) Democratic Mhiwm 
Bakunin found his bitterest and moat unscrupulous foes. Mis 
revolt against Marxian Jtnpmiultam in historic, and, though regarded 
at the outset as merely a factional quarrel, waa really an epoch- 
making event. Continuously it lias spread and spread, unlit to-day 
under orm or other of these two baniuuR is imitated the revolu¬ 
tionary tin night of (ill the world* From Marxism have sprung by an 
Inevitable logic fliutU I data tomb ips im those of Lrtdn uml Mussolini, 
both devotees of Marxism, which wim iinelf a lineal dcHinwdnut of 
that Jiwuihintam which Itcniu priuaad elTuaively. From Bakunin 
cuum'x that nnxh&kcahlo opposition to Dictatorship, no matter what 
iU form or hi In* I, which the Amueliud movement, supported by a 
vast mass of public oplumiT nttll fur the most pu t dlont but beginning 
to murmur dwcontentedly, to day Is showing. 

Ah Ofttcutifti'w views • >f life differed profoundly from tliosi* held 
by Marx, undid hta pronagarida muihmbdiiYer* Minx emumutrated I 
on the production of mhiinei* which joH on, out ,4 i% thotiuind of lie 


professed followers really studies. Bakunin, on tlm other hand, 
decentralised and sowed his seed broadcast* Wherever he discovered 
an opportunity for propaganda, as by the insertion of ft letter or 
article, he utilised it* He travelled widely, and seized on promising 
human material wherever he could find it. lie formed new groups 
continually, and developed them assiduously by untiring correspond¬ 
ence. Many of his letters are in themselves exhaustive treatises, full 
of sound analyses ami practical advice respecting the problems of 
the immediate hour. For lie combined a genius for thought with a 
genius for action, and in action he himself was always eager to play 
his equal part* It is a thousand pities that this correspondence has 
not been translated into English, for it would throw floods of light 
on many of the problems with which we ourselves are now niggling 
distractedly. For the most part we in Great Britain are looking at 
life almost exclusively through the spectacles of Stale Scicialism, and 
tlm vision thus afforded is miserably inadequate and distorted* 

Here it m impossible to go into details, and it would be unneces¬ 
sary if this brochure could be translated, for it gives a most competent 
account of Bakunin's teachings and career* Its publication and 
energetic circiilation would open many eyes now dosed, enabling 
them to understand how it is that the Socialist wave has now 
spent its force, and that another and far more powerful tide is 
scLting in. 
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“THE LOVE LETTERS OF AN ANARCHIST.” 

{To the Editor of Fkhedml) 

Sr a,-—Will you allow me to take advantage of your very kind 
review of my book, 11 Love Letters of an Auaiehtat," and give my-sclf 
a little free advertisement while at the same titno defending Anarchism 
against your reviewers extraordinary assumption that them can be 
such a thing as orthodox Anarchism. 

Surely, if there is one dogma to which every Anarchist must .sub¬ 
scribe it is that every Anarchist is a heretic ; and if there is one heresy 
which every Anarchist must spit up*in with venomous contempt it is 
that Anarchism can be orthodox. 

Every Anarchist is a law unto himself, and every creature is nt 
heart an An a re hist, and the moment that he ceases to lie an Anarchist 
nt henrr hr itic<L 

Fortunately, for other creatures, it happens that the law winch 
each creature us to himself h so limited by lireinustnriro that unless ft 
fulfils certain conditions the creature perishes. *V creature ta only 
permitted to exist by Nature provided that it wishes to do what Nature 
allows it to do, and all liFo is one vast experiment lo discover what 
Nat ure wants and j enidis* and an endeavour to glow in such a way as 
Lo he allowed to exist* 

That droll institution which wo call The /,mf\ which wo clothe in 
crimson, and before which we abuse ouraulvee, is only droll in so far 
its its doom's are coritmrv U> those of Nature—and N ilure decrees 
diflerontly lor mnokoya, ItoiU'iiLuis, Englishmen, and mytoK 

Nature is no dm: trie aim, lieenuso she has no psychulogical bees in 
her bonnet* Hlu* f hi* - not mi Per from is violent iKdipus complex. She 
docs nor transfer her unconscious hatted of her ful her nmo the State, 
and proclaim herself an “ Anarchist nur don she transfer an nucon- 
aeious longing ftir her mother onto Mother 1'krth, and call herself a 
** Single-taxer* 1 ' supporting her uncomtriniis desires with oceans of 
ingenious mtiomdtaaMons, most nt which lag t he quest km. 

When Aimtvhtats fulminate Against Socialists and Softinltata against 
An arch tats* Nature chuckles, and taking the I mm Mo biologist aside she 
points to the s| eimiitamon, saying* “There is your original Aimtchtat." 

I hen she points to this ovum, and Miys, "Tsero ta your original Social tat. 
They at any rates do nut flatter them sc Mm I ha I I lit.- y are independent of 
one another, each puweMiiig the whole of Triuh. S unu day nicn will 
be ax wise as they an% if they do not anniliilala one another first* * 

An I when Anarch tats and Hmuaftats join together to fulminate 
agAlnat the iniquity of tlrn Law and the slavery that it impose* upon 
them, Nature take* the psychologist aside mid idiow* hnn that it is not 
the l aw that enclaves them, hut Ihrm-ekes: that in 1*11 gishcr out of 
I on their angry ifcminctationa are due to tin ir own imeonsdoti# tcpm>- 
don 11 How ever, mivh Katun? genially, ** if it wore imi for them the 
Iawii would never hi* altered The knavu in mruti useful lo me than the 
Mol, out the eminehm* hypocrite than the knave but it in upon tko 
lOieur, i iMii hypocrite that I have to dqwnd principally for the spear 
point *4 I'rogi- The imooji&ciouH thief in tins only jwunun interrafal 
in * at loir the thief, and *o ii is hkely to continue fur many ycAra | 4 i 
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come. Still, man is gradually becoming ratinniU, tilings are much 
better limn they were anti they improve daily,” 

Your reviewer says that u Liberty is the mother, net the daughter, 
of perfection/’ He is pei fectly at liberty to lay the flattering tinotion 
of thG dangerous hulf-Uuth to his soul, but, fortunately for tire world 
in general, Nature 1ms no illusions on this point. Nature never begs 
the question, therefore she realises that man has ample liberty at present 
with which to perfect himself—ho can alter England tomorrow if he 
wishes to—and she has no intention of treating man as a rational 
animal until he becomes one. 

The proposed abolition of the Marriage l^aws which he urges pro¬ 
vides an excellent example. Those who are sufficiently free to ignore 
tho Marriage I jaws can do so. In England the Law encourages them 
to do so, by lining them if they marry, But one has only to think of 
the hordes of diseased and ill tended children which would be Lunched 
on tho world if the Mu mage Laws were abolish) d to r ealise that, 
conatiuiUd as man is at present, even our iniquitous and grossly 
immoral Marriage l^aws are better than none at all.—Yours faithfully, 

1 lit T11AH D Hgi*k, 

[Mr. Hop© misrepresents our reviewer. Lie did nob urge the 
abolition of the Marriage Laws, As t hey are not compulsory, Anarchists 
advocate ignoring them; and wo have pointed out that a steadily 
increasing number of men and women fire doing so. Rut we should 
like to know how the "iniquitous and grossly immoral Marriage Laws’’ 
prevent *'diseased and ill-tended children ** being launched upon the 
world. Roth Church and Statu will u solemnise" marriages between 
syphilitic: and consumptive persons providing they pay lhe fees. 

Man Ins not ample liberty at present to perfect hiimelf. If an 
individual or a group of individuals wishing to live their lives in their 
own way, without injury to others, were to ignore ihe Land Laws and 
settle upon a piece of unused land, nil tbo force's of the J^aw would be 
brought to bear against them. If iho people as a whole wish to ignore 
thesis laws, they are strong enough to do so; but the individual is 
helpless. 

Regarding what Air, Hope terms our reviewer’s "extraordinary 
assumption 11 that there can be such a thing as orthodox Anarchism, wo 
would point out that the word 41 Anarchist 11 has a very precise and 
definite meaning one who is opposed tci all forms of government, 

wr rrerm 

he advocates tho retention of lhe Monarchy and a informed House of 
l/jrds, 1 lie latter to lie elected by the House of Commons, thus retaining 
the present system of government. Therefore, in presuming to apeak 
m an Anarchist ho is misleading Ids readers us to the real meaning of 
AnarelnMn, We have given him his 11 little Free advertisement ,’ 1 hut 
hn has only proved how muddled are his ideas of tilt* subject,- -I 2 d. 
Ehkkijom,] 


“Freedom" Guarantee Fund, 

The following autos have been received ki data { August ft!) since 
our hint issue W* Douglas UK, Wm, O, Owen 10a., W. D, £ 1 4 
M. (J reran Raid 10 s,, CL 1\ 2 s. (id., International Li her tin iilii Picnic, 
Cohnu, Calif, (per d* J Nathan), Cl ()&. nil,, M. A. Cohn £3 Is* Id., 
1 *. CL Walfis Li. Thanks to all. 
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Publications on the Russian Revolution. 

THE BOLSHEVIK MYTH. By Ai,i:*«suBn IWmis. Ms., "Thu 
* AntLOlittitix/ * the elmptur rejected by Uin Rubti diois. 13a, ; 
pnHtage fid, 

MY DISILLUSIONMENT IN RUSSIA. By Emma Uomuhan. 

(hi ; pontage -lib 

LETTERS FROM RUSSIAN PRISONS, K.q.rinU id Doenm.-ut . by 

Political Rit ami-rrt in Muviet IMuoim* IVfaon Camp*, and E.tlh>. 
With liitmduiinrv l^tturM by 22 well kimwn ISRropeiMl and 
Amiuiiau Aulhoix Ilia. Iwl.; poattige 1UE 

Tho Crushing of tho Russian Revolution* By Emma Gmumuax. 
3d. , postage, Id. 

Tho Kronstadt Rebellion* IB \ u:\an mu Diciikmar. fWL, 

| mihI- free, 

Russia and tho British Labour Delegation s ilpporl ; A Reply, 

id puMuge Id, 


West London Anarchist Communist Group*— Open-air Meetings 
at Tho Grove, Hammersmith. Wednesdays, 8 p*ra* Sundays, 
7,30 p.nu Other meetings anuppne^a from platform* .Speakers 

welcome. 


LEEDS,— 1 G, Fiioht, 31 Windsor Street, Leeds, is willing to speak 
at meetings within a reasonable distance. Freedom and 
Anarchiat literature on sale or to order. 

Is,, post-free. 


The Road to Freedom. 

A Periodical of Anarchist Thought, Work, and Literature. 
Subscription, SI.00 (Ja.) a year. 

Earn to Freedom, Stblton, N.J., IL8.A. 

ANARCHISM VERSUS SOCIALISM* 

Bv Wm, 0. Owek, 

32 Duges, with Wrapper* Price, Threepence* 
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